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long as they enjoyed the support of their own national representatives, i.e., of the totalitarian organisation which according to the " principle of leadership " they themselves controlled. Vague proposals for " repairing the harm done to the nationalities since the foundation of the Republic " completed the scheme. Evidently, this involved cancelling the land reform, providing huge financial subventions for German municipal administrations, and perhaps " restoring the German character " of some cities. The Czechs believed that what was just in this demand might be met, as in the " First Plan ", by granting the national minorities a temporarily increased share of the public expenditure and by the admission of more of their members to the Civil Service, until each nationality should reach its proportionate share.
Under some degree of political pressure from their Western allies, but before the arrival of the Runciman Mission, and as a basis for its work, the Czechs, in the middle of July, drew up the cc Second Plan". Municipal autonomy was to be extended, and all the functions lying between local self-government and the common powers recognised even by the Henleirdtes were to be transferred to the Provinces. These latter would have administered justice, regional economic policies, police and general administration, high schools, etc. The Slovak right-wingers would thus have got all that they could demand short of complete separation. The German and, in Slovakia, Magyar minorities were to be provided for by dividing the Provincial Diets and Governments into national curiae, to administer all Provincial matters concerning each respective nationality under the supervision of the Provincial government.
By this plan every minority would have obtained full self-government, either in the municipalities which it dominated or in the national curiae of the Provincial governments. But the minorities would still, it is true, by the preservation of the powers of the Central government, have been deprived of the right to sabotage the working of a government supported by a majority in the Central Parliament, and a majority within a single nationality would still have lacked the " right " to terrorise those of its . co-nationals who happened to dissent from its views. German national autonomy, under the Second Plan, could still have been exercised by Municipal Councils with local working-class majorities, and there would still have been guarantees against German democratic teachers being dismissed from German secondary schools. These were, from the Henleinist point of